GEARREVIEWS

Each component oozes quality
and bringsitsindividual influence
tothe overallsound of the drum.
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The brass-shelled drum

is coated with black chrome
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Ahead

Snare Drum

Thereis achoice of snare throw-offs.
The piston-type Dunnett model supplied
with the review snare works beautifully
andis the cheaper option of the two. The
alternative Trick throw-off adds £50 to
the price, so must be very special indeed.

Soundwise, it's pretty damn loud.
Most drums are when hit hard, but this

andsports10lugs.
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moving into distribution, Bob owned a
drum store in the States where he forged
areputation as a custom drum builder.
The two models are separated by
diameter only, being 14"x6" and 13"x6".
We have the 14"x6" example for review.
Eachdrumis constructed froma
thin, unbeaded brass shell finished
with an exterior coating of black chrome
encircled by 10 chrome tube lugs which
taperin atthe middle alittle. The tuning
rods are equipped with TightScrew nylon
inserts to prevent detuning and a pair of
S-Hoops can be found on both drums.
Triple-flanged and 2.3mm thick, the top
of each hoop is folded at a shallow angle
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A 24-strand Fat Cat snare is stretched
across the resonant head. The snare
wires are divided into three sections —
acentral band of 12 strands and two
further six-wire groups either side. The
two six-wire bands are adjustable in the
normal way, via the knurled nut on the
snare release. The central portion of
wires can be tensioned or slackened
independently through a screw that

is housed within the top of the same
knurled nut, opening up possibilities for
altering the response, and the smallest
tweak results in a subtle shiftin sound. In
arecording situation, this sort of flexibility
provides myriad sound choices.

RHYTHMIVERDICT

The Ahead snares might seem as though they have arrived from out
of the blue, but this project has been a long time in the making. Bob
Kasha who knows a thing or two about making drums and his
knowledge and input has paid off handsomely in these drums. Every
facet looks, feels and sounds right. The individual components ooze
quality and influence the overall sound. This is a desirable snare

regardless of cost, but for the price, it's nothing short of amazing.

Wonderful sounding and
fabulous looking snare drum.

° They are flying off the shelves so
you'd better get in there quick!
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